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Indiaman, Lowry, an eminent Banker's son, Clapereau,
a remarkably handsome youth, who was afterwards for
some years a companion of the Prince of Wales, the above
mentioned Misses Vincent and Newton, with two other
equally jovial damsels. The whole party, male and female,
were of the description yclept " hard goers." This did
not alarm me, for in those days I could keep way with the
best of them at fair drinking. After my spirits were ex-
hilarated by a liberal dose of champagne (still keeping
in mind my determination to go to Twickenham that
night) one of the waiters came in and said a gentleman
wished to speak with me. I went out and found Tomkins,
the master of the house, who directly said :

" I sent for you, Mr. Hickey, to put you on your guard.
You are in bad company such as you should avoid; above
all things avoid getting drunk. Take my advice as a well
wisher; I promised Tethrington and your brother, if ever
I saw you in danger, to protect you. You are so now, so
take care."

I felt all he said, and assured him I would be on my
guard and leave the party immediately. Upon my return
into the room Newton was singing one of her best and most
convivial songs, in the progress of which at least half a
dozen bumpers were toped down. Her example was
followed by Vincent in a song of the same kind. I was
next called upon, and sung " Let poor priggish Parsons, &c."
By the time I had finished, so much wine was in my head
that prudence and all my good intentions were drowned;
none then so vociferous for more champagne as myself,
and, as was always the case with me when at a certain
pitch of intoxication, I became desperate, drank past
all recollection, and of what ensued during several subsequent
hours I was wholly insensible, but collected the various
circumstances at subsequent periods, and from different
persons. Between eight and nine o'clock it seems the
women, tired of drinking, proposed going to tea at the
Pack horse, Turnham Green, and there have a swing.
Carriages were ordered and away we went, I being drunk